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Captain Jack’s Stronghold Tour: California 5th Grade Curriculum 

5.1 Students describe the major pre-Columbian settlements, including the cliff dwellers and pueblo people of 
the desert Southwest, the American Indians of the Pacific Northwest, the nomadic nations of the Great 
Plains, and the woodland peoples east of the Mississippi River.  

1. Describe how geography and climate influenced the way various nations lived and adjusted to the natural 
environment, including locations of villages, the distinct structures that they built, and how they obtained 
food, clothing, tools, and utensils.  

5.3 Students describe the cooperation and conflict that existed among the American Indians and between the 
Indian nations and the new settlers.  

1. Discuss the role of broken treaties and massacres and the factors that led to the Indians defeat, including 
the resistance of Indian nations to encroachments and assimilation (e.g., the story of the Trail of Tears).  

2. Explain the influence and achievements of significant leaders of the time (e.g., John Marshall, Andrew 
Jackson, Chief Tecumseh, Chief Logan, Chief John Ross, Sequoyah).  

5.8 Students trace the colonization, immigration, and settlement patterns of the American people from 1789 
to the mid-1800s, with emphasis on the role of economic incentives, effects of the physical and political 
geography, and transportation systems.  

1. Discuss the experiences of settlers on the overland trails to the West (e.g., location of the routes; purpose of 
the journeys; the influence of the terrain, rivers, vegetation, and climate; life in the territories at the end of 
these trails).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


